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Acorn News 

                                                 -Mighty oaks from tiny acorns grow 
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Dear Oak Hill Families, 

With a chill in the air in the morning, we know that fall is upon us. Fall means that 

our office staff enjoys peeking out the front window to see the deer and turkeys playing in the 

field across from our school. The passing of September also means the Walk-a-thon is behind 

us. During the past weeks, teachers have finished their benchmarking with students. Lastly, 

fall means that it is time for family teacher-conferences! 

On October 25th and 27th, your child’s teacher will be available for a 15 minute conference be-

tween 2:45 pm to 7:30 pm. We will again be having families sign up for conferences using the 

Skyward Conference tool. We invite all families to participate in conferences. As you know, con-

tinued communication between a teacher and student’s family is one of our strongest predictors 

of academic and social skills progress for the year.  

For those who have not used Skyward Conferences or need a little help from last year, direc-

tions for accessing it is attached.  

We look forward to seeing you on October 25th or 27th! 

-Michael Rivard, Principal 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Volunteers are needed on Tuesday, 

October 11th for    picture retake 

day. If you are interested in volun-

teering please contact Jessica at 

320.249.0317. Volunteers are also 

needed on Thursday, October 27th 

for our Fall Festival, and Friday, 

November 4th for movie night. If 

you are able to volunteer, please 

contact Robert at 641-640-0236 or 

mrjwbpower@gmail.com. 

 

 

Retake Day 

Picture retake day will take place on 
Tuesday, October 11th. Order forms 
can be picked up in the office. 

Fall Festival 

Join us on Thursday, October 27th for Oak Hill’s Fall   
Festival. Tickets sell for $1.00 each, cash or checks       
accepted. All proceeds go directly back to Oak Hill      
students. 

Election Day 

Don’t forget to get out and vote 
on Tuesday, November 8th! 
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Oak Hill Calendar 

October 10th: Texas Roadhouse Fundraiser 

October 11th: Picture Retake Day 

October 25th and 27th: Parent/Teacher Conferences 

October 27th: Fall Festival  

October 31st: Texas Roadhouse Gift Card Fundraiser Starts 

           November 1st: PTSA Meeting in the Media Center 

           November 4th: Movie Night 

PAKRAT Begins Next Week! 

Since 2011, The Local Education & Activities Foundation (LEAF) has been supporting the PAKRAT  

program in the elementary schools in partnership with St. Cloud School District 742.  PAKRAT provides 

books to all preschool through grade 3 students in District 742. PAKRAT has been funded with LEAF 

grants as well as generous grants given to LEAF from the Bernick’s Foundation, The Morgan Family   

Foundation, and the Otto Bremer Foundation. As part of the program, students take a book home to 

read with their parent/partner each evening and then return the book the next morning. The purpose of 

the    PAKRAT program is to increase student literacy skills through connecting families with quality liter-

ature in a take home reading project. 

 

 

Movie Night 

Join us on Friday, November 

4th for Oak Hill Family Movie 

Night.  

 

 

Did you know… 

The difference between passing 
question 1 alone versus passing 
both questions on the referendum is 
about $4 per month. 



 

 

Walk-a-thon Thank You’s 

Thank you to Jamal Elmi, Pam Tarrolly, Nicole 

Wolgamott, and Yemi Ajayi for your help vol-

unteering during the walk-a-thon. A special 

thank you to Mrs. Orcutt for designing the 

fund meter. Our students were able to raise 

just over $15,000! The proceeds will go directly 

back to the students of Oak Hill. Way to go! 



 

 

Visual Arts Recognition 

On Saturday, September 24, Oak Hill students (past and present), were recognized for their achieve-

ments in visual art at the Vera W. Russell Art Gallery at St. Could State University.  Pictured: Jack Sahl-

strom, India Ratha, Mrs. Orcutt, Sadie Zellmann, Sydney Balfanz, 

Front: Cami Jacques, Bella Price 

Not Pictured: Teagan Ruprecht, Grant Schneider, Penelope Car-

penter, Bailey May, Crosby Hedin, Mena Harper, Isabel Glieden, 

Ben Sunde, Emlyn Klimek, Maya Craemer  

 

 

 

 

 

Texas Roadhouse Gift Card Fundraiser 2016 

 

On Mon, October 31st we will be starting our kickoff activities to selling Texas Roadhouse gift cards to 

raise money for Oak Hill Students with Andy the Armadillo!   Envelopes will go home with students on 

October 31st and be returned by November 9th.  Each Student will receive an envelope to keep track of 

their sales.  All purchasers will make checks payable to Oak Hill PTSA.  We aren’t asking you to go door 

to door, just consider your families gift giving needs and/or if you or a family member own a business 

and need to consider a holiday gift!  There are 450+ locations, so even consider your out of state gifts.  

Oak Hill students will automatically receive 10% of all their sales back to the school as well as have fun 
incentives throughout the process (the classroom in each grade level who sells the most in dollar 

amount will have a ‘bread’ party with Texas Roadhouse’s famous bread and honey butter sauce)! All gift 

cards will be sent home with students before Thanksgiving break. 

 If you have any questions, please contact your Oak Hill PTSA members.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

October is National Bullying Prevention Month 

Every October, schools and organizations across the country join STOMP Out Bullying™ 

in observing National Bullying Prevention Month. The goal: encourage communities to 

work together to stop bullying and cyberbullying by increasing awareness of the preva-

lence and impact of bullying on all children of all ages.  Oak Hill will recognize this day on 

Wednesday, October 19.  All students are encouraged to wear orange.  Second grade stu-

dents will be wearing special shirts they have designed to “Stomp Out Bullying.” Thank you 

to our volunteers for helping students design their shirts-Jane Wimmer, Tanya Moua, Jen 

Collier, Jen Wucherer, Natalie Ratha, Jessica Glieden, Kristi Stewart and Becky Gohman. 

 

 

Wear ORANGE on 

Wednesday October 19! 

Stomp Out Bullying  



 

 

Get To Know Your PTSA! 
 

Joy Gustin, President 

Joy Gustin is serving her fifth year on Oak Hill’s PTSA Board.  Joy has served as Vol-

unteer Coordinator, Vice President and President.  She played a key role in planning 

the first Walk N Rock and has served as chair for the event for the four years we 

have been doing this fundraiser.  Joy is mom to Spencer (8th grade at South), Sydney 

(6th grade at South) and Aliina and Anja (2nd grade at Oak Hill).  Joy works at Centra-

Care Health as a genetic counselor.  Joy’s hobbies include walking, reading and cake      decorating.    

 

Sara Backes, Treasurer 

Sara Backes is serving her third year on Oak Hill’s PTSA Board as Treasurer. Sara 

and her husband Tim have one daughter, Karley (2nd grade at Oak Hill) and a yellow 

lab puppy named Abby. Sara is a CPA at CliftonLarsonAllen in St. Cloud. Sara’s hob-

bies include camping, biking and boating. 

 

Jennifer Roche, Vice President 

Jennifer Roche is serving her second year on Oak Hill’s PTSA Board. Jennifer started 

with the PTSA as the Acorn Editor, and transitioned to the role of Vice President at 

the beginning of this school year. Jennifer and her husband, Jon, have two daughters at 

Oak Hill, Paige (4th grade) and Macy (3rd grade). Jennifer is a State Administrative      

Assistant with American Family Insurance Sales Division in St. Cloud. Jennifer and her 

family enjoy camping, boating, and traveling.  

 

Jessica Glieden, Ways and Means Coordinator 

Jessica Glieden is serving her third year on Oak Hill’s PTSA Board as the Ways and 

Means Coordinator helping to organize each PTSA event throughout the year. Jessica 

and her husband, Tom, have two daughters at Oak Hill, Isabel (2nd grade), Ellaree 

(preschool) and a third on the way due to arrive in March.  Jessica is a Program     

Manager for Lutheran Social Services of MN working with elementary aged children 

who struggle with significant mental health needs.  Jessica and her family enjoy boating, 

sporting events and family cookouts.  

Did You Know… 

A new Tech and updated Apollo will help develop a workforce that will make our children and grand-

children competitive in our global community. To learn more visit www.isd742.org/bond2016. 

News From Your PTSA Members 



 

 


